Update from the GEES Subject Centre for CHUGD meeting: 8th May 2006
The paper circulated for the October meeting provided a broad outline of all the GEES Subject Centre activities for this year, hence, only a selection of key items and forthcoming events are highlighted in this update. Further details of these and our other activities can be found on our website at http://www.gees.ac.uk
Funding Opportunities

GEES Subject Centre Small-Scale Learning & Teaching Project Funding 2006-2007 - Call for Proposals

The Higher Education Academy Subject Centre for Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences (GEES) has set aside £30, 000 for 2006-2007 to support small-scale learning & teaching projects for one year. It is expected that funding for individual projects will normally be in the range £2, 000 - £5, 000. The funding will be awarded by open competition to projects that will enhance student learning and / or enrich the learning and teaching research literature in one or more of the above three disciplines. Deadline for submissions: 12th June 2006 http://www.gees.ac.uk/projtheme/smallfund/2006/projs06.htm
Learning & Teaching Conference Participation Sponsorship

The GEES Subject Centre has funding available to support colleagues' attendance at national or international conferences related to learning & teaching in 2006. We have 5 grants of up to £400 per person available to subsidise registration, travel and subsistence costs. To apply please send your name, department / institution and contact details plus information about the conference you wish to attend to Helen King (h.king@plymouth.ac.uk). Applicants must provide evidence that they will be presenting or otherwise actively engaged at the conference (e.g. giving a paper or poster, chairing a session, facilitating a workshop). Applications will only be accepted from academic or support staff working in GEES departments or programmes in UK HE. Grants will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis. There is no deadline for applications; notice will be circulated when all grants have been allocated.

Forthcoming Events
Learning and Teaching Enterprise and Entrepreneurship in GEES

Tuesday May 9th, Inter-disciplinary Ethics Applied CETL, University of Leeds

Residential workshop for newly-appointed and aspiring lecturers (fully booked)
22/23 May 2006 - Hornton Grange, Birmingham

GEES Subject Centre Annual Conference 2006:

What on Earth… ? Student learning in geography, earth and environmental sciences

In association with the Experiential Learning and Natural and Environmental Sciences and the Centre for Active Learning CETLs

26-27th June 2006, The Quality Hotel, Plymouth 

Pre-conference networking event:

Research into student learning in geography, earth & environmental sciences

Monday 26th June, The Quality Hotel, Plymouth

Recent Publications
Assessment in the Earth Sciences & Environmental Sciences and Environmental Studies: 
Peter Hughes and Alan Boyle ISBN 1-84102-143-1 
(circulated in hard copy to all departments and available to download for free at http://www.gees.ac.uk/pubs/guides/assess/gees%20assesment.pdf).

This is the first in a short series of guides aiming to provide academics teaching in Earth Science, Environmental Science and Environmental Studies (ES3) subjects in higher education (HE) with some support and ideas for their practice. It has been written from a UK context, but much of what follows is relevant internationally. The existence of these guides acknowledges that there are learning and teaching issues specific to these disciplines, and that academics in these disciplines can find the generic educational literature inaccessible. We have therefore attempted to produce something that acts as a bridge to some of the powerful ideas for practice - and the underpinning concepts about learning and teaching - that exist in the generic literature, whilst also integrating case studies of practice, and our own experience, from our own disciplines. 
Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences Employability Profiles Resource Pack

(Currently available to download for free at http://www.gees.ac.uk/projtheme/emp/empprofs.htm and will shortly be circulated to all departments together with other employability materials).
This resource pack contains profiles of the subject disciplines of Geography, Earth Science and Environmental Sciences (GEES), written from an ‘employability’ perspective. The profiles are intended to assist our students in articulating the subject dimension of what they have to offer employers, i.e. what was their degree about and what qualities it has helped them develop. 

The employability profiles are not intended to be definitive descriptions of the GEES subjects. Rather, they are summaries that are designed to emphasise the skills, knowledge and competencies our students can offer employers.

In addition to the subject profiles the resource pack also provides advice for students and staff as to how the profiles may be used to enhance our graduates’ job seeking preparedness. In this respect it is hoped that the profiles will provide a constructive tool to help students develop their employability. Please use the suggestions as to how you may employ the profiles with your students, encourage your students to make use of the profiles independently or feel free to utilise the profiles in other ways. For example, you may want to draw on the profiles to assist your department in marketing your subject when communicating with employers.

Enterprise, Skills & Entrepreneurship Resource Pack: Enhancing the Curriculum in Geography, Earth & Environmental Sciences

(Currently available to download for free at http://www.gees.ac.uk/projtheme/entrep/entrepres.htm and will shortly be circulated to all departments together with other employability materials).
This pack provides a collection of information, ideas, examples of practice and case studies which is intended to provide a starting point for colleagues interested in including elements of enterprise / entrepreneurship within their modules or courses in geography, earth or environmental sciences. It is by no means a definitive or complete collection but is intended as a starting point for curriculum development. Hopefully it will provide some food for thought, hints & tips, and practical ideas.

Key Project: Student Perceptions Research
Background: 

Geography, earth and environmental sciences are very much in the media at present. There are a wide variety of natural history television programmes and the news regularly contains references to natural disasters, climate change and so on. However, this coverage does not seem to translate to a high demand for higher education courses in the disciplines, at least not in the same way that dramas such as Silent Witness have created a demand for forensic science courses (for example). Do school students make the connection between ‘natural history’ and our disciplines? What are their perceptions of the disciplines in general? Developing an understanding of school students’ attitudes to and perceptions of the GEES disciplines will help to inform HE departments’ transition and retention strategies as well as providing an opportunity to better promote the disciplines in schools, colleges and to the public.
Project Objectives:

Given the limited time and financial resources of this project, the main objective will be to provide information for higher education staff in geography, earth and environmental sciences (GEES) that will help to enhance their outreach activities into secondary schools. 
Activities:

The following activities will be undertaken:

•
Literature review of the UK education system, focusing on:

o
Student choice (including media influences) (‘generic’)

o
Perceptions of GEES

o
Transition from secondary to higher education in GEES

•
Research to develop a better understanding of:

o
School texts / language in GEES;

o
Learning environments / styles in schools;

o
Youth culture;

o
HE staff’s perceptions of their subject (GEES) and reasons for choosing their degree;

o
Undergraduate students’ perceptions of their subject (GEES);

o
School students’ (studying any subject area) perceptions of GEES;

o
Examples of HE GEES outreach activities.

(Items in bold will be the primary activities of the project. The other items will be researched to a much lesser extent in order to provide relevant supporting information).

Outcomes:
As a result of the above activities, the following outcomes will be produced:

•
Resource pack for higher education staff in GEES;

•
Further ideas for extending the research;

•
Papers and articles as appropriate.

Progress to Date:

This project has generated a large amount of interest and over 20 colleagues from throughout the UK have become involved to various degrees. A literature review has been conducted to provide background information and recommendations (available shortly on the web-site) and a survey of ‘A level’ students is to be piloted before the Summer. The main survey will be conducted in September / October with a view to the final papers and toolkit of resources being produced by May 2007. This project provides opportunities for links to other programmes and organisations including the DfES Action Plan for Geography and the Experiential Learning in the Environmental and Natural Sciences CETL.

